





water treatment. At a minimum, Aluminum Precision Products utilizes the following industrial
materials at the Facility: aluminum raw materials, dirty aluminum scrap and shavings, clean
aluminum scrap, aluminum billets, filter cake, oily water, recovered oil, hydraulic oil, die

lubri  ts,g se, machine oil, alkaline agent and cleaner, nitric acid, sodium hydroxide, sulfuric
acid, and ammonium hydroxide. Possible pollutants from the Facility include: pH, Total
Suspended Solids ("TSS"), Oil and Grease (“O&G”), Aluminum (“Al”), Iron (“Fe”), Zinc
(“Zn”), Nitrate + Nitrite Nitrogen (N+N), Copper (“Cu”), Nickel (“Ni”), Total Dissolved Solids
(“TDS”), and other pollutants potentially related to industrial activities. Storm water from the
Facility discharges, via the local storm sewer system and/or surface runoff indirectly into the
Oxnard Drain No. 3, then into the Mugu Lagoon, and ultimately to the Pacific Ocean.

B. The Affected Water

The Oxnard Drain No. 3, the Mugu Lagoon, and the Pacific Ocean are waters of the United
States. The CWA requires that water bodies such as the Oxnard Drain No. 3 and its inflows and
outflows meet water quality objectives that protect specific “beneficial uses.” Beneficial use
designations were not specifically identified in the Los Angeles and Ventura Counties Basin Plan
for Oxnard Drain No. 3. Therefore, the downstream segment’s (Mugu Lagoon) beneficial uses
apply. The Water Quality Control Plan for the Los Angeles Region Water Quality Control Board
(LAWQCB, 1994) designates the following beneficial uses applicable to Oxnard Drain No. 3:
preservation of biological habitats; commercial and sport fishing; estuarine habitat; marine
habitat; migration of aquatic organisms; navigation; rare threatened, or endangered species;
water contact and non-contact recreation; shellfish harvesting; spawning, reproduction, and/or
early development; wetland habitat; and wildlife habitat. Furthermore, the Mugu Lagoon is one
of the few remaining significant saltwater wetlands in southern California, and borders on an
Area of Special Biological Significance (ASBS) and supports a great diversity of wildlife
including several endangered species.

Additionally, the public and members of OCW use the Pacific Ocean to fish, boat, kayak, surf,
swim, scuba dive, birdwatch, view wildlife, and to engage in scientific studies.

Contaminated storm water from the Facility adversely affects the water quality of the Oxnard
Drain No. 3, the Mugu Lagoon, and the Pacific Ocean; and impairs and threatens the beneficial
uses and ecosystems of these waters, which includes habitats for threatened or endangered
species.

II. THE FACILITY'S VIOLATIONS OF THE CLEAN WATER ACT
Under the Clean Water Act, the discharge of any pollutant to a water of the United States is
unlawful except in compliance with certain provisions of the Clean Water Act. (See 33 U.S.C. §
1311(a)). Further, it is unlawful to discharge in violation of the terms and conditions of an
NPDES permit, CWA § 301(a), 33 U.S.C. § 1311(a); see also CWA § 402(p), 33 U.S.C. §
1342(p) (requiring NPDES permit issuance for the discharge of storm water associated with
industrial activities). In California, any person who discharges storm water associated with
industrial activity must comply with the terms of the Industrial General Permit in order to
lawfully discharge.

Aluminum Precision Products has submitted a Notice of Intent (“NOI”) to be authorized to
discharge storm water from the Facility under the Industrial General Permit since at least 2002
(WDID Number 4 561017709). However, information available to OCW indicates that storm


















D. Failure to Monitor and to Develop and Implement an Adequate Monitoring and
Reporting Program

The Industrial Storm Water Permit requires Facility operators to develop and implement a
Monitoring Implementation Program ("MIP"). See Industrial General Permit, Section XI;
Previous Industrial General Permit, Section B (I) and Order, Part E (3). The Industrial General
Permit requires that the MIP ensures that the Facility adequately detects and measures its storm
water discharges to ensure compliance with the Discharge Prohibitions, Effluent Limitations, and
Receiving Water Limitations specified in the Industrial General Permit. /d. Facility operators
must ensure that their MIP practices reduce or prevent pollutants in storm water and authorized
non-storm water discharges as well as evaluate and revise their practices to meet changing
conditions at the Facility. /d. This may include revising the SWPPP as required by Section X (A)
of the Industrial General Permit and/or the corresponding Section of the Previous Industrial
General Permit.

The MIP must measure the effectiveness of BMPs used to prevent or reduce pollutants in

storm water and authorized non-storm water discharges, and Facility operators must revise the
MIP whenever appropriate. See Industrial General Permit, Section XI; Previous Industrial
General Permit, Section B. The Industrial General Permit requires Facility operators to visually
observe and collect samples of storm water discharges from all drainage areas. Id. Facility
operators are also required to provide an explanation of monitoring methods describing how the
Facility’s monitoring program will satisfy these objectives. /d.

The Previous Industrial General Permit requires dischargers to collect storm water samples
during the first hour of discharge from the first storm event of the wet season, and at least one
other storm event during the wet season, from all storm water discharge locations at the facility
(1997 Industrial General Permit, § B (5). The current Industrial General Permit now mandates
that facility operators sample four (rather than two) storm water discharges from all drainage
locations over the course of the reporting year (2015 Industrial General Permit, §§ XI(B)(2), (3).
Despite these requirements, Aluminum Precision Products submitted the Annual Report for the
2015-2016 reporting period with analysis data for only two (2) storm events, rather than the
required four (4); and neither of the events sampled included data from all of the facility’s
SWPPP designated sample locations. The sample location identified as “Main (center) driveway
into manufacturing area” was not sampled during either event. Also, the submitted Annual
Reports for the 2012-2013, 2013-2014, and 2014-2015 reporting years only include sample data
for one (1) storm event each reporting year, rather than the required two (2). Additionally, for
2012-2013, 2013-2014, and 2014-2015 there was no sample data provided for sample location
“Main (center) driveway into manufacturing area” and Aluminum was not analyzed for at all
during these reporting periods despite Aluminum being a known potential pollutant at the
Facility. The 2/3/2017 sample also did not include data from sample location “Main (center)
driveway into manufacturing area.” Aluminum Precision Products has failed to adequately
explain why there is a lack of required sampling data.

The sampling location identified as “Main (center) driveway into manufacturing area” was
sampled for the first time during the 16-17 reporting year. The self-reported sample data for this
location demonstrates numerous results for Aluminum in excess of the NAL values in the
Industrial General Permit; including one result from the 1/19/17 rain event over 10 times the
allowable level of 0.75 mg/L. Furthermore, Aluminum was not analyzed for prior to the 2015-
2016 reporting year, despite Aluminum parts and components being the primary materials used
by the facility as the core of the its industrial activities. The fact that Aluminum Precision





















